THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 
MFA FINAL VISUAL PRESENTATION 


by 


RYAN DAVID MCCOURT 


A THESIS 
SUBMITTED TO THE FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH 
IN PARTIAL FULFILMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE OF 


MASTER OF FINE ARTS 


SCULPTURE 


DEPARTMENT OF ART AND DESIGN 


EDMONTON, ALBERTA 


FALI1999 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from 
University of Alberta Library 


https://archive.org/details/McCourt1999 


THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 


FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH 


The undersigned certify that they have read, and recommend to the Faculty 


of Graduate Studies and Research, for acceptance, a thesis entitled: 


Final Visual Presentation 


submitted by RYAN DAVID MCCOURT in partial fulfilment of the 


requirements for the degree of Master of Fine Art. 


The University of Alberta 


RELEASE FORM 
NAME OF AUTHOR RYAN DAVID MCCOURT SHE WUboe a). 
THESIS FINAL VISUAL PRESENTATION DEGREE FOR 


WHICH THESIS WAS GRANTED MASTER OF FINE ARTS 
YEAR THIS DEGREE WAS GRANTED Ie) 
Permission is hereby granted to THE UNIVERSITY OF 
ALBERTA LIBRARY to reproduce single copies of this thesis, 
and to lend or sell such copies for private, scholarly, or scientific 
research purposes only. 
The author reserves other publication rights, and neither the thesis 
nor extensive extracts from it may be printed or otherwise 


reproduced without the author's written permission. 


DEPARTMENT OF ART AND DESIGN 
GRADUATE STUDIES 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 


I hereby release the following works for incorporation into the University Collections, 
University of Alberta, as part of the Master of Fine Arts Thesis Collection: 


TITLE DATE MEDIUM SIZE 
an bene ant 5 Ar 36x13 2¥G¢d iNches 


ln Ssursace Value 


Se alage 


666L ‘8Z - Z| Jequia}das 
INBPUCID) O} SUOISN||7 
qouoly MIIPUY 


6661 ‘92 - ZL Jequajaes 


spel Wapol| 
JINODIpPp, ueaAy 


SINLAINIS MON 
sIeo, OM] 


faa» 


auisiny agg UayImnos 


SUBIIO Jed 


ANavisoT3A30 ALNOWHOD | CTY FHT. 


DUA | cv 


FHALTND AO 


S}.TW oY} 10J ININdOTAATL 
uonepunoy FHL OL 
BLOAIV OULL CALLINNOD 


}SNI], IW[NYIIAIT PUL, 


YNYDUISO auysUuyD :Aq paubisep 


“s1osuOdSs 


‘spalgo PUNO} O} 
Hulpuodsai ‘ydeoidde snosuejuods iow e 0} 'suO!des 
-UOd painseaw Ajjnjosed ‘uMeipaid Bulsn WO} PeAjore 
sey ssadoid siy ‘Wweiboud ay} Hung ‘selpnys ayenpesb 
siy ulbaq O} snd, aWjNYyJeAe] eY{ WOJ} diysjuspnis 
peoiqy Apnis e uo epaqiy Jo Aysianlup, 34} 0} awed 
ay ‘2661 Ul P66L Ul ‘pue|buq ‘Ubisaq pue Ly jo en} 
-JSUj Ua a4] WO payenpelb YOUeTT MoIpuYyy 


‘uUBISaP JOLa}U! 10 
9]edS S}EWIZU! BU} YIM aINydjnds essqe Pa}INJsuOd fo 
UOIIPe] ay} HuIIUN WO4s} S}INSe1 YOM SIH “WeIHOId 9}e 
-npes6 au} U! ‘APIH Ja}ag 1OSSA{O1g JEPUN SeIPN]s SIY pen 
-UIJUOD ay ‘Alay “eLaq|y Jo AIsiaAlUA ey} WOY 7661 Ul 
saibap ayenpeibiepun siy paues JANODIPI uedy 


‘weiboid ainydjnos paumoual s,euaq\y 40 AjisieA 
-IUP) AY} Je SH aul JO Jayse/\| }O seibap ay} JO} SUCHE} 
-Uasaid JENSIA JEUl} ay} JUSSeidel sMOYs ese] ~“YDUS4 
maipuly pue WNODd\| UeAY Aq sUOIUG!YXe OJOS Jo Jied e 


jo pasudwod si aanjydynIg MAN] - SIVdA OMT, 


é.. 


eptember 14 - 26, 1999 


at The Fine Arts Building Gallery 
1-1 Fine Arts Building, University of Alberta 
112 Street & 89 Avenue, Edmonton, AB T6G 2C9 


Ope 


1@ Reception: 
Thursday, September 16 7:00 pm - 10:00 pm 


H 


Tuesday - Friday 10:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Sunday 2:00 pm - 5:00 pm 


e closed Monday, Saturday and statutory holidays 


ANDREW FRENCH 


September 17 - 28, 1999 
at The Arts Barns 
10330 - 84 Avenue, Edmonton, AB 


Oper 


1@ Reception: 
Friday, September 17 7:00 pm - 2:00 am 


Ho 


September 18 & 19 10:00 am - 5:00 pm 
September 20 - 28 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm 


Night Music 


Ryan McCourt 
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‘Ryan McCourt 
Modern Artifacts 


This exhibition is the final visual papireaate for the degree of Master of Fine Arts in Se 


September 14 - 26, 1999 


Public Viewi 2 Dates 


1-1Fine Arts Building 
University of Alberta 
112 Street and 89 Avenue 
Edmonton, Canada 

T6G 2C9 

780.492.2081 . 


Gallery Hours: 

Tuesday to Friday 10 am-5 pm: 
Sunday 2,prmn-5 pm 

Closed on Saturday, Monday 
and Statutory Holidays 


Opening Reception: 
Thursday, 
September 16 


The Alberta Al 


Foundation 


) } A for the Arts COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 


COMMITTED TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF CULTURE AND THE ARTS 
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Slide Listing 


FAB Gallery Main Floor (outside view) 
Overture, 1999 (steel) 

Stage, 1997 (steel) 

Revelation, 1999 (steel) 


Rapture of the Deep,1998 (steel) 
Study for “The Dogon”, 1999 (steel) 


The Dogon, 1999 (steel) 


The Dogon, 1999 (steel) 
Fanfare, 1999 (steel) 


. Fanfare, 1999 (steel) 


. Night Music, 1998, (steel) 
. Night Music, 1998 (steel) 
. Honky Tonk, 1999 (steel) 


- Honky Tonk, 1999 (steel) 
, Easy Street, 1999 (steel) 


. Easy Street, 1999 (steel) 
. March, 1999 (steel) 


. March, 1999 (steel) 

. Revival, 1999 (steel) 

. Revival, 1999 (steel) 

. Crucible, 1997 (steel) 

. (left to right) Pine, Daydream, Hidebound 
. Pine, 1999 (steel) 

4 Pitie, 1999 (steel) 


. Daydream, 1998 (steel) 
26. 
. Hidebound, 1997 (steel) 

. FAB Gallery (outside view) 


Hidebound, 1997 (steel) 
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Mn hands of French 
and McCourt, it’s 


all art 


here’s an oft-posed question 

a Fo the abstract metal sculp- 
tures that U of A fine arts stu- 

dents have been producing for nigh 

on 30 years: “What’s the difference 

between this sculpture and what 

already lies in the 

scrap-metal yard?” 

Graduate stu- 
dents Ryan McCourt 
and Andrew French ad- 
dress that attitude head-on. 
slow process to understand some- 
one’s Master’s thesis,” says French. 
“If you were to open a written thesis 
by a physical engineer, you might 
need to look up a few words in the 
dictionary and read it slowly.” 

“It’s not like flipping open the 
comics in the paper,” adds McCourt. 
“People need to take the time to stand 
and look at it,” concludes French. 

French’s thesis is the culmina- 


“It’s a 


5 ion of two years’ worth of daily 


» 
work. Weighing in at well over one 


tonne and standing five metres 
high, Column or Pillar (he hasn’t 
decided on the name yet) is a state- 
ment about the artist’s commitment 
to solid foundations and hard work, 
as well as an expression of reverence 
toward an ancient yet enduring 
architectural symbol. 


Narcotic art 


It stands in sharp contrast to the 
more intimately scaled work of 
McCourt. His smallest piece, Rapture 


of the Deep, is the product of the 
@ 


g 


Giving ideas Latitude Tol: 423.5353 : 
fee EE 


Fax: 424.9117 


LATITUDE 53 
Society of Artists 


SHINY 


curated by David LaRiviere 


kind of artistic frenzy that doesn’t 
occur every day. Late one night, 
juiced up by the constant charge of 
creativity and euphoric from lack of 
sleep (a condition he likens to nitro- 
gen narcosis, which deep-sea divers 
experience), McCourt and another 
student welded together this sculp- 
ture in a one-hour surge of energy. 
With each element fitting precisely 
and elegantly together, the piece 
seemed to appear like magic. 
Although both men were heavily 
influenced by Professor Peter Hide, 
McCourt and French 
™, followed divergent 
) paths in their 
approach to sculp- 
: ture. McCourt, who 
studied at the U of A as an under- 
graduate, departed from the sponta- 
neous, hands-on method of creation 
the school encouraged and began to 
plan out his creations in advance. 
His beautifully appointed sculptures, 
often based on musical instruments, 
sing his intentions: “I want my 
sculpture to be approachable and 
people-oriented.” 


Pardon my French 


French, by contrast, graduated from 
the Kent Institute of Art and Design 
in England and slowly moved away 
from the linear, symmetrical, plotted- 
out designs he used to create, and 
began making most of his decisions 
as the project grew, responding on 
the spot to found objects and colour 
combinadons. In Still Life, te applies 
colour boldly, carefully aging the 
paint so the piece gains an 
autonomous feel. “I've struggled with 
colour,” he says. “I often add colour 
when it’s half-finished and then con- 
tinue to weld on top of the paint.” 
Struggling with colour, composi- 


a 


ap metal or sculpture? 


tion, texture, value, scale, concepts 
and the process of creation—that is 
only part of what an artist does. Add 
the level of hard work and pure ener- 
gy that goes into these metal con- 
structions, and there’s no question 
that the finished product amounts to 
much more than scrap metal. O ~ 


Modern Artifacts by Ryan McCourt « 
FAB Gallery, University of Alberta ¢ 
Sept. 14-26 © Allusions to Grandeur 
by Andrew French ¢ Arts Barns ¢ 
Sept. 17-28 
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Vue Weekly needs people » 
like you to hel us get cut 
on the street every Thursday. 
Interested? Call or e-mail 
Aviva for details (426-1996, 
Aviva@vue.ab.ca). 


I aWWeekly 


ihe Teritory of Light: 
Ten Remembere Places 


For a FREE listing, fax 426-288 
or e-mail listings@vue.ab.ca. 
Deadline Is 3 pm Friday. 


A rt events 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 
10106- 124 St., 488-6611, 488-5900. FIR: 
DESIGN: Selections from Can-Iron: A juried 
show from the Canadian Blacksmithing 
Conference. Sept. 18-Oct. 30. eDISCOVE! 
GALLERY: TERRACOTTA TRIBUTE-Celebrat 
Women: Linda miller’s new works. Sept. 1! 
Oct. 30. Opening reception, artist in atter 
dance, SAT, Sept. 18, 1-4 pm. 


THE ARTS BARNS 10330-84 Ave., 49 
3008. ALLUSIONS TO GRANDEUR: Sculp 
by Andrew French. Sept. 17-28. Openir 
reception: FRI, Sept. 17, 7 pm-2 am. 


BUGARA/KMET GALLERIES 12310 

Jasper Ave., 482-2854. Sheila Luck: new 
abstract paintings. Sept. 18-29. Meet th 
artist, opening reception: Sept. 18, 2-4 


CAFE LA GARE 10308A 81 Ave. & 81) 
103 St. N2K PROVOKES CITYWIDE HYSTI 
NEUROTICA 2000: Mixed media works t 
Tracy Suter, Mariann Taubensee and Lar 
Herr, FRI 17 (8 pm-1 am).DOUGLAS 
UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 St., 488- 
4445. Andrew Valko, Eliza Griffiths, Nat 
Husar, Tony Scherman, Les Thomas, Tar 
Polataiko, Sylvain Voyer, Adam Fuss, A! 
paces eFALL SHOW: Opening Sept. 2 
Cte 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq., 422-6223. *CRO 
ING THE WILDERNESS. Until Oct. 11. TO 
THOMSON AND THE ORIGINAL SEVEN: 
Featuring works from the EAG Collectio 
Until summer 2000. *URBAN/SUBURBAN 
Discover the dual nature of urban and s 
urban spaces. The photographs in this « 
bition span the decades from the 1930: 
the present, mapping out shifting land- 
scapes of urban centres and suburban 
munities, and the peeps and perils t' 
exist within both. Until Oct. 11. *DON 
DISTURB: THE IMAGE OF ANXIETY: Work 
from the EAG collection including recer 
acquisitions by Douglas Walker, Eli Lanc 
and John Scott. Until Jan. 9, 2000. 
@LAWREN HARRIS/A.Y. JACKSON: JASPER 
ROBSON 1924: Harris and Jackson expl 
the landscape, travelling on foot to 
Maligne Canyon, Maligne Lake, Tonqui 
Valley, Athabasca Valley, Mount Edith 
Cavell, Mount Robson. ee, 
brings together paintings, drawings, p 

PER as aval material that docu 

arris and Jackson’s time in Jasper. Unti 
Jan. 16, 2000. *MODEL HOMES: EXPLO. 
RATIONS IN ALTERNATE LIVING: 
Contemporary Canadian and internatic 
artists look at artistic solutions for the ¢ 
lems of 21st century living. Until Nov. ; 
2000. eTHE KITCHEN: ELEANOR LAZAR 
QUINTANA ROO: Photo-based works. Li 
examines the themes of travel and tour 
memory and expectation and the inevi 
processes of change and transformatior 
that take place over time. Until Nov. 7, 
2000. *CONTEMPORARY ART ISSUES RE. 
ING GROUP: An ongoing forum for the 
cussion of ideas, trends and movement 
that have shaped contemporary art in 
Edmonton and abroad. Selected readin 
complement themes and issues bein 
explored in current EAG exhibitions. Ev 
second THU; Sept.24, 7-9 pm. #WED 2. 
pm): Visisting Architect Lecture: Ron 
Keenberg. 


FAB GALLERY 1-1 Fine Arts Bidg., U 
A, 112 St., 89 Ave., 492-3081. MODE 
ARTIFACTS: poupness by Ryan McCo 
Until Sept. 26. Opening reception: Tt 
Sept. 16, 7-10 pm. 


LATITUDE 53 10137-104 St., 423-53 
SHINY: Works by Shelley Ouellet, Angu: 
Wyatt, Clint Wilson, Anthony Pavlic anc 
Paul Morrison. Curated by David LaRivi 
Based on the notion that consumer cul 
has assimilated the visual codes that rer 
aesthetic gestures tegible which are in t 
incorporated into the media—not every- 
thing that shines is gold. Sept. 16-Oct. 
Opening reception: THU, Sept. 16, 8 pi 


LESSARD LIBRARY Lessard Shopping 
Ceentre, 6104-172 St, 496-1871. Five 
artists from the Edmonton Art Club. SEF 
25-Dec. SAT, Sept. 25, 2 pm: club mem 
bers demonstrate painting techniques. 


THE LOOK 2824 smi? Trail, 436-14 
FANTASTIC FALL FAVOURITES: Local art a 
sculptures by Claudia Garneau, Thomas 
Love, Sheila Morgon, Neeta Koticha, Fr 
Haddock. Until Oct. 28. Meet the artist 
reception: FRI, Sept. 16 & SAT Sept. 17, 
5:30-9 pm. 

MCMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospite 
8440-112 St. MON-FRI: 10-8; SAT/SUN 
4 pm. THE WORLD AROUND ME: Inuit a 
from the University of Lethbridge art co 
tions. Until Nov. 7. */NUIT ART: SPEAKER 
THE NORTH: Talk by Curator Samantha 
Archibald, THU, Sept. 16, 7 pm. *Eve: 
WED (1-5 pm): Ev ing you wanted t 
know about Inuit art: Lenore Stoneberg. 
Every WED, 2 pm: Story Time! Tales an: 
legends of the Inuit. ¢Every THU, 1-5 pn 
Drop-in Studio-Artist in Residence: Inun 
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